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Kl Responsive to communication(s) filed on Apr 24, 2000 

Kl This action Is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fornnal nnatters, prosecution as to the merits is closed 
in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3 month(s), or thirty days, whichever 
IS longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

Disposition of Claims 

^ ^'3im(s) 7:39 is/gre pending in the application. 

Of the above, claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

O ^'^'"^'5' . ^ is/are allowed. 

^ C'^'^fs) is/are rejected. 

^ is/are objected to. 

^ ^ are subject to restriction or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

n The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is [Approved Qisapproved. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

□ Acl<nowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* DNone of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: 

□ Acknowledgement Is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 

Attachment(s) 

□ Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Interview Summary, PTQ-413 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 
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1 . Applicant's Amendment A filed on April 24, 2000 in response to Examiner's Office Action has 
been reviewed, 

2. Claims 1-39 are presented for examination. 

3. The Examiner recognizes that the feature of "the second node being coupled to a peripheral 
device over a second communications pathway" has been removed from claims 1,18, 27, 29, and 38. 
However, the omission of element and its function in combination is obvious expedient if remaining 
elements perform same function as before (see In re Karlson, § 5 1 .05, 136 USPQ 1 84, CCPA 1 963). 

Double Patenting 

4. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created doctrine grounded 
in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the unjustified or improper timewise 
extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent and to prevent possible harassment by multiple 
assignees. See In re Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In reLongi, 759 
F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 
1982); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970);and, In re Thorington, 418 
F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

5. A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321© may be used to 
overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a non-statutory double patenting ground 
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provided the conflicting application or patent is shown to be commonly owned with this application. 
See37CFR 1.130(b). 

6. Claims 1-16 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of double patenting over claims 
3, 5, 1, 9, 1 1, 13, 15, 2 or 4, and 12 accordingly of U. S. Patent No. 5,995,097 since the claims, if 
allowed, would improperly extend the "right to exclude" already granted in the patent. Although the 
conflicting claims are not identical, they are not patentably distinct from each other because the 
context of the claimed invention is similar to the context of the cited claim of the U.S. patent. 

The subject matter claimed in the instant application is fully disclosed in the patent and is 
covered by the patent since the patent and the application are claiming common subject matter, as 
follows: a method for confirming matching of data in a distributed processing system. The server 
stores information of destinations to which data in the database has been distributed and receives 
information of an editorial history of the data from a client that is a destination of the distributed data 
to store the editorial history information at the destination client on the side of server. After that, 
matching of the data is confirmed on the side of another client on the basic of the distributed data's 
destination information or the editorial history information stored in the server. 

7. Claims 17-20 are corresponding apparatus claims of claims 1-16; therefore, they are rejected 
under the same rationale. 
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8. Furthermore, there is no apparent reason why applicant was prevented from presenting claims 
corresponding to those of the instant application during prosecution of the application which matured 
into a patent. See In re Schneller, 397 F.2d 350, 158 USPQ 210 (CCPA 1968). See also MPEP 
§ 804. 

Conclusion 



9. TfflS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy 
as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a). 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE TO TfflS FINAL ACTION IS 
SET TO EXPIRE THREE MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THIS ACTION. IN THE EVENT 
A FIRST RESPONSE IS FILED WITHIN TWO MONTHS OF THE MAILING DATE OF TfflS 
FE^AL ACTION AND THE ADVISORY ACTION IS NOT MAILED UNTIL AFTER THE END 
OF THE THREE-MONTH SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD, THEN THE SHORTENED 
STATUTORY PERIOD WILL EXPIRE ON THE DATE THE ADVISORY ACTION IS MAILED, 
AND ANY EXTENSION FEE PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. § 1 .136(a) WILL BE CALCULATED 
FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THE ADVISORY ACTION. IN NO EVENT WILL THE 
STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE EXPIRE LATER THAN SIX MONTHS FROM THE 
DATE OF TfflS FE^^AL ACTION. 



10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Thuy Pardo, whose telephone number is (703) 305-1091. The examiner can 
normally be reached Monday through Thursday from 6:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Thomas G. Black, can be reached at (703) 305-9707. The fax phone number for this Group is (703) 
3085403. 
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Art Unit: 2771 

Any inquiry of a general nature of relating to the status of this application should be directed 
to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-9600. 

1 1 . Any response to this final action should be mailed to: 



Box AF 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 308-9051, (for formal communications; please mark "EXPEDITED 
PROCEDURE") 

Or: 

(703) 308-5359, (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, Arlington. VA., 
Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 




WAYNE AMSBURY 
PRIMARY PATENT EXAMINER 




Thuy Pardo 
May 03, 2000 



